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The following papers offer the ninth volume in a series of studies by doctoral students 

and their supervisors at the Universities of Brno, Halle and Szeged. Since the beginning of 

the new millennium, these three universities – sometimes inviting other institutions – 

have been regularly organizing two-day conferences of Ph. D. students to discuss their 

research and to provide a forum for exchanging ideas with students and professors of 

other doctoral schools. These discussions offer students an introduction to international 

academic cooperation and a possibility to receive feedback about their work from 

professors at other universities. As a result of the remarks made at the conference, the 

papers may include other aspects or elaborate on issues already present in them.  

The edited and peer-reviewed volumes offer a selection of papers presented at the 

conference – this collection contains fourteen articles, thirteen of which were read in 

Szeged on September 19th and 20th, 2014, where the total number of papers was 

seventeen. One short essay in the present collection is by a former Ph. D. student of the 

University of Szeged, dedicated to Professor István Fried on his 80th birthday, as are the 

other papers. In 2014 we celebrated two core members' birthday – besides Professor 

Fried, we offered the papers to Professor Thomas Bremer for his upcoming 60th birthday. 

The conference was inviting presentations in a wide range of topics – with special regard 

to the many-sided academic interests and activities of these two professors. The papers 

covered several centuries of Western art as well as a big variety in geographical terms 

and artistic expressions. The Department of Comparative Literature at the University of 

Szeged as host institution was pleased to welcome students from two other universities – 

those of Vienna, and Budapest (Eötvös Lóránt University) – together with our constant 

partners, Masaryk University (Brno, Czech Republic) and Martin-Luther-Universität (Halle-

Wittenberg, Germany). 

The conferences are organized on a rotating basis – the 10th, jubilee event will be 

hosted by Masaryk University in September 2016. 

Katalin Kürtösi 

organizer of the conference, editor 


